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nothing: and when she came off, there were to be seen
five hundred bullets, at the least, sticking in her side. I,
for my part (without vain-glory be it spoken) discharged
at this time, some threescore and ten shot; as they
recounted to me, who charged my pieces for me.
In the heat of this fight, Sir William Saint Leger,
whether called up by my Lord of Essex or coming of
himself I know not, seeing us so hardly beset, and that
we had but few shot upon our deck in regard of the
enemy's numbers which played upon us: came, with a
valiant and noble resolution, out of another ship into
ours; bringing some forty soldiers with him. Who there
with us, renewed a second fight as hot or hotter than the
former: where in this fight, one of our bullets was shot
into the mouth of a Spanish cannon, where it sticketh
fast and putteth that roarer to silence.
Upon this bravery, they of the fort began to wax
calmer and cooler: and in the end, most part of their
gunners being slain, gave over shooting; but yielded not
the fort until night
Whilst this skirmish continued, a company of Spaniards
within the castle, by the advantage of a wall whose end
jutted out, they still as they discharged retired behind it,
saving themselves and extremely annoying us: I removed
into the forecastle of our ship, and so plied them with
hailshot, that they forsook their stand. What men on
our own part were lost by their small shot I cannot well
remember, but sure I am, not very many: yet the
Spaniards afterwards before the Governor of Cadiz, con-
fessed they lost about fifty; whose muskets they cast into
a well because our men should not use them, throwing
the dead bodies in after.
My hurts and bruises here received, albeit they were
neither many nor dangerous, yet were they such that
when the fight was done; many gentlemen in our ship,